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Fall yard clean up- Interfaith 
Senior program  

- Dan Peterson and Collin Reeme 

We worked from 11/9/09 to 11/12/09. We 
worked 2 days, filled up a wheelbarrow with 
leaves and apples. Then the trailer was full so 
we left and came back a couple days later and 
filled the trailer. Then the contract was 
completed.  Evelyn was a very nice lady. She 
gave us food and soda and let us use her rakes.  

It is nice to know that people would like to have 
teens that had problems with traditional school 
do work for them. 
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Christmas Parade Float 
- Robert Gibson and  

Jake Vanark 
 

November 16 and 17: It started with 

Ruth Jones, the executive director of 

The Christmas Clearing Council, who 

happens to live in Waukesha. She was 

kind enough to let our junior class from 

Second Chance work on their Candy 

Land float. We made most of the float 

from the floor to the top for the 

Waukesha Christmas Parade. My 

personal experiences were good. I got 

to build what I wanted. A photographer 

from the newspaper came to take 

pictures of us building the float; he took 

pictures of me (Jake) and I was in the 

newspaper. 
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Trip to Waukesha Electric Systems 

- Russ Kotajarvi and Cody Wright 

We went to Waukesha Electric on November 13, 
2009. We went there to learn more about 
Waukesha Electric and quality control. Waukesha 
Electric Systems, Inc. is the largest U.S. 
Manufacturer of medium-power transformers and 
a valued supplier of large-power transformers, 
transformer and circuit breaker services, reverse-
engineered components and replacement parts. 
The company has manufacturing operations in 
Waukesha, WI, Goldsboro, NC, and Dallas, TX. 
Quality control is very important at Waukesha 
Electric; �š�Z���Ç�����}�v�[�š�����o�o�}�Á�����µ�•�š���š�}���P���š���]�v���š�Z�����Á���Ç���}�(��
the generators efficiency. They are very strict and 
there is no fooling around. Overall it was a great 
tour and we hope we can come back to watch 
them test a transformer. 

 

Ropes Course Field trip 

- Adam Kowalski and Josh Schwabe 

The junior class went to the ropes course on 
November 6th 2009.  The Ropes Course was in 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin.  We climbed on ropes 
and did a lot of team work with other students 
from different Second Chance sites. Some of the 
�}���•�š�����o���•���Á���Œ�����}�À���Œ���î�ñ���(�����š���Z�]�P�Z�X���������u�����]���v�[�š��
climb on the high ropes because he was injured.  
Josh climbed on the high ropes because he 
thought it was really fun.  We  had a great time. 

 
 

 

 Entering this program we have been given more 
responsibilities such as making sure we arrive on 
time and choosing which assignments we want to 
work on and doing them at our own pace. This 
program has its advantages and its disadvantages, 
but the students that want to complete this 
program are realizing that we have to adjust to 
�š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���}�š�Z���Œ�Á�]�•�����Á�����Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š���u���l�����]�š�X��
Personally I feel that in the high school I was just 
another student out of the hundreds of students 
there, but at Second Chance I feel like one of the 
few students in this program so I can get more 
help and attention. I feel that the approach of 
Second Chance by giving us more responsibility is 
helping me realize the things I can accomplish. At 
the high school I felt like I was at the bottom of 
my class rankings and now I am one of the top 
students in my class. I have fewer distractions, 
less temptations, and a few other problems 
outside of school that are helping me move 
�(�}�Œ�Á���Œ�����]�v���o�]�(���X���/�������v�[�š���•�‰�����l���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����}�š�Z���Œ��
students in Second Chance, but personally I like 
�š�Z�]�•���‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�����À���v���]�(���/�����}�v�[�š���P���š�����v�Ç���À�������š�]�}�v�•���o�]�l����
�]�v���š�Z�����Z�]�P�Z���•���Z�}�}�o�X���/���(�����o���o�]�l�����/�[�u���P�}�]�v�P���š�}���P���š��
farther in life after I graduate from Second 
Chance. 

-Emmanuel Castillo, Class of 2011 


